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THOMAS Loxy LEIGH, 


BARON of SroNELEIG R. 


Beg Leave to recommend to Tour 
Loox DST Patronage a Diſcourſe 
« 7 24] (imperfect as it is) upon the Doctrine 
4 of Obedience: ADoctrinsè at all Iimes 
alla vcry proper to be inculcated by the Mi- 
Saf SR ters of the Goſpel; and, at this Junc- 
ture, more particularly to be countentanced by Perſons 
of Diſtinction. _ 


As no Gentleman, in the Communion of Our Charch, 
can more ſincerely wiſh to ſes Her fixed upon a laſting 
Foundation than Tour LORDSHIP, (> 1 flatter M- 
ſelf that every Attempt to promote ſuch Principles, as 
muſt ſupport Her Eſtabliſhment, will meet with Tour 
Acceptance. | 


The Sentiments Tou entertain in Favonr of our hapty | 
Conſtitution, and your inviolab!e Regard for the Li- 
” * 1 | berty | 


* 


beriy of our Cuyntny, deſcended to Jon by Inberitauce: 

which, being founded in Reafon, and confirmed by Ex- 
perience, ſhine out to Advantage in the uniform Conduct 
and Tenour of Tour LoxDSH1P's Life. 


1 
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That Tour LoxDSHIP may long continue a 
Bleſſing to Tour Country, is the hearty Prayer of, 


. My Loxn, your LokpSsuI TE 


Molt obliged, humble Servant, 
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i. a, 
INDISPENSABLE DUTY 
aun ds. e 
CHRISTIAN OBEDIENCE 
To Our L ai FU n | 


SOVEREIGN. 


_—___ _ 8 » * 
* — 


R O M. xiii. 1. 
Let every Soul be ſubjecl unto the Higher Powers. 


, ͤ'is not long fince thoſe Doctrines, and 
Practices, which, in the pureſt Times of 
Chriſtianity, were abhorr'd as moſt he- 
ED rctical and prophane, nay, as damnable, 
were made amongſt us the greateſt Marks 

of Godlineſs, and Inſtances of the higheſt Attainments 
in Religion; and no Man was fit for the Society of 
theſe Saints, unleſs he had deny'd that Truth, and 
blaſphem'd, and reſiſted that Power, in Obedience 
whereunto Chriſt and his Apoſtles lay'd down their 
Lives: Nay, in theſe very laſt Years, we have ſeen 
| a publick Spirit of Phrenzy and Miſchief in the 
3 | | World, 


1 . 
World, which hath made Mens Principles and Prac- 
tices contend which ſhould out- do the other in the 
Degree of Evil; and 'tis hard to ſay which hath been 
worſt, Mens Actions or Opinions. N 

We are fallen into Times, wherein among ſome 
"tis a Piece of Gallantry to defy God, and a Kind of 
Wit to be an Atheiſt, to ſcoff at all Religions, and 
deſpiſe the Meſſengers of God, as crafty and deſign- 
ing. Among others, it has been counted religious to 
{ be humourous and phantaſtick; and a Piece of Con- 
ſcience to be turbulent and ungovernable, and to diſ- 
| ubey every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake: 
Nor have Mens Practices come ſhort of the Malignity 
of their Belief, but, if poſſible, have out-done it. 
Atheiſm hath not reſted in the Judgment, but hath 
| proceeded to all Enormities and Debauchery of Life: 
And we had never known the ſad Solemnity of 7h1s 
| Day, nor Cauſe to reflect upon the preſent Troubles, 
if Rebellion had ſtopt in Opinion. What is paſt we 
may lament, but cannot help; what we may do, and 
What we ought, is to inform ourſelves better of the 
Duty we owe to God and the King, and to endeavour 
the ſuppreſſing thoſe Principles and Practices which 
gave Birth to the Plagues that not long ſince de- 
ſtroy'd our Kingdom's Peace, and would again now . 
burn us up in hotter Flames than thoſe: And if that 
| fatal Fire, which ſo lately prey'd upon our Peace, 
and our Properties, our Religion, and Government, 
hath not yet convinced us of the Evil and Dangers of 
the Reſiſtances of the higher Powers, yet there is 
another and greater that will; one as certain, and more 
fatal, threaten'd by the Apoſtle in the Verſe follow- 
| ing the Text: They that reſiſt ſhall recerve to themſelves 


Lg 


Damnation. 


In 


8 

In the two firſt Verſes of the foregoing Chapter 
there is a general Exhortation to Obedience; and at 
the third Verſe there are particular Expreſſions of the 
general Doctrine in divers Caſes, among which Obe- 
dience to Magiſtrates is a Principal, and is handled at 
large in this 13th Chapter. [> BY 

It ſeems there was a great Neceſſity of preaching 
this Doctrine in St. Paul's Time; for the Gnotticks 
(thoſe ancient Puritans) interpreted the Liberty by 
Chriſt, to have freed them from Subjection to Go= | 
vernment, by Reaſon whereof Chriſtianity in general 
got a very ill Name in theWorld, and many cruel Per- 
ſecutions were raiſed againſt it. The Chriſtians, being 
many in Number, and the Emperors jealous of their 
Power, it was but Time to look about them, when 
once it was buzz'd in their Ears, that this ſpreading 
Religion allow'd not of Magiſtracy: It was this that 
brought the firſt Troubles upon the Church of God : 
It was by this Jealouſy, blown into the Heads of the 
High-priefts and Sanhedrim, of Herod and Pontius 
Pilate, that Chriſt himſelf (the Captain of our Salva- 
tion, who was made perfect thro' Sufferings) was ac- 
cus'd, condemn'd, and executed on a Tree. By this 
the Apoſtles were halled before the Governors of 
Provinces, and forced to fly from one City to another: 
- For this they endured Bonds and Impriſonments, and 
ſundry Kinds of Death. It was owing to this ground- 
leſs Notion that the Chriftians, for ſeven hundred 
Years together, endured the Rage of Heathen Em- 
perors, being deſtitute, afflicted, tormented. 

Our Lord Chriſt was traduced as an Enemy to 
Cæſar, a Man refractory to the Roman Laws, and a 
Non-conformiſt to the Religion of his Country; the 
Apoſtles were charged as Diſturbers of the publick 
Peace, and turning the World up-fide-down : 0 
| | X Vil. 6. 


r 
xvii. 6, The primitive Chriftians were accounted 
Enemies to the Commonwealth, diſaffected and male- 
volent to the Empire: and twas hinted, and ſur- 
miſed, that the Chriſtian Religion in itſelf had ſome- 
thing i in it offenſive and dangerous to the civil Go- 
vernment, as appears by the ſeveral Edicts of Hea- 
then Emperors againft it, and the Apologies of Ter- 
tulliau, Tuſtin Martyr, and others for it: Neither 
was it thus only of old before the Empire was be- 
come Chriſtian ; — even ſince the Time of Conſtan- 


| tine the Great, down to our Fathers Days; nay to 
our own, we ſhall find the Devil managing the fame 
miſchievous Pretence, carrying on the {ame Myſtery 


of Iniquity, which began to work in the Time of 
= Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; from whence it doth appear, 
that the Puritans were the firſt Diſturbers of the 


|. Church's Peace, and the Cauſe of all thoſe Perſecu- 


tions that were raiſed againſt her: For tho' there was 

no Ground for that Surmiſe, that the Chriſtian Reli - 
gion was an Enemy to Government; yet there was ſome 
| for the Emperor's Jealouſy ; for the Gnoſticks (thole 
| great Pretenders to Knowledge and Sanctity) by their 
factious Opinions and Practices, had given them juſt 
Cauſe to be thus ſevere, to force their Obedience and to 
keep them in Awe. For this Reaſon tis neceſſary, 
that in theſe our Times alſo, this Doctrine of Obedi- 
ence to the higher Powers ſhould be taught and in- 
eulcated, and the People punctually catechized and 
inſtructed therein; for we have the ſame Sort of mon- 
grel Chriſtians amongſt us, the ſame Pretences and 
the ſame Practices. We have a Generation of Gnoſ- 
ficks, that under a ſettled Government, and Tunes 
of Peace, are very zealous and hot for the Truth, till 
they have ſet the Nation into a Flame; and when 


they have done ſo (like their Brethren of old) account 
it 


1 
it lawful and more ſafe to bow and offer Sacrifice to 
Idols, than to loſe a Hair from their Heads, or ſinge the | 
Hem of their Garment for the Truth's Sake. | 

In the Words read unto yon, there are two Parti- 
_ culars obſeryable : „ | "T0 
Firſt, The Perſons that are to yield Subjection, 
that is, [ Paſa Pſuche] every Soul. 5 
Secondiy, To whom it is to be yielded, that is; 
the higher Powers, not Angels (as the Greek Word 
[ Exouſia | may be elſewhere rendered) but Magiſtrates, 
not Eccleſiaſtical but Civil, whoſe is the Sword, and | 
to whom Tribute is due; becauſe civil Magiſtracy | 
(as St. Peter aſſerts) is an Ordinance of God, for the | 
uniſhment- of Evil-doers, and for the Praiſe of them 
that do well. And 'tis here obſervable, that the 
Apoſtle doth not ſay to Emperors or Kings, Sc. but 
Powers, naming the Thing, not the Perſon, the Office, 
not the Officer ; becauſe, tho' he that bears the Office 
may be wicked, and in Regard of his Perſon unworthy 
of Obedience, yet in Regard of his Office he is to be 
honoured and obeyed: For to him that is legally in- 
veſted with the Power (be He what He will) our Obe- 
dience is always due: And this God does judicially, 
adapting the Kings he ſets up to the Merits or De- 
merits of a People: Becauſe God loved lirael for ever, 
therefore he made Solomon King to do Fudgment and 
Faſtice : 1 Kings x. 9. And on the other Hand, [gave 
thee a King in mine Anger, and took him away in my 
Wrath, ſaith the Lord by the. Mouth of his Prophet 
Hoſeah : xiii. 1x. Declaring his Diſpleaſure in taking 
away a King, as well as his Anger in giving him, ac- 
cording to what the ſame Prophet ſpeaks in another 
Place: Chap. x. 3. He have no King becauſe we fear d 
ot the Lord. In a Word, Government is every | 
Man's Security, and therefore Subjection is our In- 
C tereſt | 


. 


tereſt as well as Duty; for Society cannot be manag'd 


without Laws, nor can Laws be put in Execution 
without Rulers; and therefore, where the Word of 


a King is (as the wiſe Man ſaith) there is Power; 


And who may [ay unto him, Il hat doſt thou? Eccleſ. 
viii. 4. Our Obedience is to be extended not only to 
the ſupreme Magiſtrate himſelf, but to all ſubordi- 


nate Governors ſent and appointed by him, as St. 


Þ Peter expounds the Words: 1 EH ii. 13, 14. The 
Greek Word | Hupotaſſeſtho | which is rendered, be ſub- 


| je, ſignifies an orderly Subjection, willing and chear- 


ful, accompanied with Reverence of Heart, reſpectful 
Language and Geſture, according to St. Paul's Rule, 


or rather Moſes's, Thou ſhalt not. curſe the Gods, that 


is, Kings or Judges, as the Royal Profit expounds it: 
Pſalm Ixxxii. 6. Nor ſpeak Evil of the Ruler of my 


People: Exod. xxii. 28. And that of Solomon, Curſe - 


not the King, no not in thy Thought. Eccleſ. x. 20. 
For the Prophet rightly obſeryes, that they, which 
curſe the King, at the ſame Time curſe their God too: 
Jaiah viii. 21. And what is their Condition, Behold 
Trouble, and Darkneſs, and Dimneſs of Anguiſh; and 
i They ſball be driven to Darkne(s everlaſting: Ver. 22. 
| Every Soul. The Word Sonl either fignifies the 
Whole Man by a Synecdoche, it being the nobler 
Part, or elfe the Manner of our Obedience, which 
muſt be ex animo: We muſt obey our King, as we 
worſhip our God, with all our Mind, with all our Heart, 
with all our Soul, and with all our Strength: And 
the Relative, every annex d, ſhews that there 
is no Exemption from this Obedience upon any Pre- 
tence whatſoever; but that every one who enjoys 
the Benefit of the Laws, under which he lives, muſt 
needs be ſubject, not only for Wrath, but alfo for 


Conſcience Sake. 


Having. 


JJ ͤ˙Bꝑ a": 


. 

+ " Having © thus expliined the Wotds of tlie Precept, 
Let 1 27 Syn be fubje lb, &c. and given them their 
trite zenuine Meaning, 'this Doctrine will natu- 

rally atiſe out of them; namely,” That all Men muſt 
yield Obedience and Scherk unto the G overnment 
under wh. < thiy Live. This was the Doatine of our 

Cifay the Thi 's that rer fat 8: | This Was his Pradtice, 

for he! paid Tibute"at the Expence of a Miracle. 

This you read at large in the 17th and 22d Chap. — 

St. Matt. And this he did leſt” he ſhould offepd, 
he himſelf upon that Occaſion declares. This alſo \ va 

the Pockrine e of St. Paul, Put them in Mind to be ter 

to Principalities and Powers. and to obey Magiſtrates 
Tit, in. And St. Peter, Submit Jourſelves to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake: But to make 
the Caſe as clear as we can to every Capacity, and to 
convince every Man, that is not relately bent 
againſt Conviction, we will ſearch, the Scriptures 
throughout, to ſee if there be to be found the leaſt 
Track or Footſtep of any of God's Servants that ever 
reſiſted the leaſt Iota in the Defence of it, or the leaſt 
Inſtance or Encouragement for refiſtin of the Hi — 
Powers: Whether Moſes, or the · Prophets, Chri . 
his Apoſtles, or that Cloud of Witneſſes the noble | 

Army of Martyrs, did ever allow, or connive at: any. | 

ſuch Doctrine or Practice; or whether they did not, 8 

without murmuring or reviling, Pay a peaceable Sub- 

miſſion to the Government under which they lived. 
Firſt, if we begin with Moſes the Captain, and 

Teacher of God's People, we ſhall, find him 1o far from 

countenancing Refiſtance of the higher Powers, that, 

notwithſtanding the Hardneſs of Pharaoh's Heart, 
the Cruelty of the Bondage, the Weakneſs of the 

Fg yptians, by Reaſon = the Plagues, God i — 

. mM 


OW. 


age obs np and Number df the Iſraelites, 
uſand,. and three thouſand five hun- 


1. nay, he would not lead them into the 


pertain, unte them, and they go down quick into the 


and ſober Manof A. rial Indignation againſt Schiſm 


NM | waa BOY ro r Fo | 
= deed as fair as ever were made Uſe of in this, or any 


| 
(13) 
egation were holy every one of them. That Moſes | 
hat uſurpt Authority over them, and made them | 
ne. . Promiſes of. 2 and flowing rü Milk and 
Honey, and an Inheritance of Fields and Vineyards; 
yet. now they were ready to periſh in the” ider 
neſs: Upon this the Conſpiracy was very Rong, gol 
leſs than two, hundred and fifty Princes, Men of . 
nown: But, behold God's Wrath! a Flame came from 
Heaven and devoured them every one; and thePlague | 
deſtroyed fourteen thouſand and ſeven] hundred mofe. 1 
Secondly, As for the. Prophets: In Dan. iii wel | 
find three "of God's Children" put to the Trial (even 
the fiery T. rial) of this Doctrine. For there Nebu- 
che ee, King of Babylon, puts forth an Edict, 
enjoining all People, Two es, and "Tongues, to 
commit Idolatry, Ver. 4, 5. hereupon adrach') 
Maßbach, and A edncgo, were caſt into the hery Fur-| 
nace, becauſe. they would not Worſnip the golden 
Image whic h he had ſet up. e 
In Chap. vi. we find Darius the Perf (@ Mari off 
the ſame Character with the ofHErY by the: 
his Counſel, figning a Decree, That no Man, for thirty 
Days, foould petition, any God but himſelf: Where- 
07 50 Haniel Was throwa into the Lion' 8 Den, only 
or praying to the God of Iſracl. Now let us con- 
ſider thai chaviour; did they reſiſt or mutiny? Did 
they. raiſe Lies and Stories to defame the Govern- 
ment? Or, did they labour to divert and alienate 
Mens Affections from their Prince? A Stratagem fre- 
quently. uſed by our Sectaries: Or, on the other 
Hand, did they ever pretend to abſolve Subjects 
from their Allegiance? Or, by denouncing Threats, | 
and Terrors, Bulls, and Excommunications, endea vou 
to diſcourage and frighten them out of their Hy 
_ ence, which is a Popiſh Artifice, and has 
tiſed all oyer Chriſtendom, as as in land 
Ci 


5 . 
Ir hele had been taught other Doctrines by y theit Pro⸗ L Pro- 
Iphets: Jeremy had plainly told them, that Ze 63k 
Thad. turned from the Lord God of Iſrael in n reb ling 
againſt Nebuchadnezzar, tho' he was a VUſurper over 
chem: 2 Chron. xxx vi. 1 3. And exhorted them 7 ſeek 
1˙⁵ Peace of the City, whither they were carried cap- 
Five, and to pray unto the Lord for it: Jerm. xxix. 7. 
ad. therefore we read, that the three Children in 
Ba iii. refer themſelves only to God for Deliver- 
ance, fayi ing, The God, whom we ſerve, i is able to de- 
er at out of the burning fiery Furnace, and he will 
Es out of thy Hands, ir if Ver. 17. And 
Dassel, the Midſt of the Lion's Den, prays | hear- 
by for Darius, O King, live for ever: vi. 11. We 
Wind nothing here but a peaccable Submiſſion and Pe- 
Wpendance uppn God, | The Iſſue was, they were ſafely 
Ivered, ang the Honour of the God of Hrael highly 
promoted; fob there preſently comes out a Proclama- 
ion from Nebuchaduozzar, That no Man ſhould ſpeak 
7 25 the Gua of Shadrach, Meſhach, and Abednego: 
57 from Darius. That all Men Jhould tremble 
hand fear before the God o A Daniel. 
Tbirdly, In the next Place let us "A GAEt the Cate 
. F Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and ſee whether their Doc- 
| trine, and their Practice, their Speeches, and their Ac- 
We be not agreeable to this Precept in my Text. 
|. As for what concerns our Lord Chriſt, he paid Tri- 
Pute at the Expence of a Miracle (as was before ob- 
N fervod). med to all the Powers that were over 
bim, to the. Sanhedrim, to Herod, to Pontius Pilate : 
e ſubmitted himſelf to Death by an unjuſt Sen- 
ence, Sen to the bitter and accurſed Death of the 
os: This was his Practice. As for his Doctrine, 
25 8 n (as I haye already ſhewed) to Render 


0.\Celar.: the Rows. that were Cæſars. He ac- 
* 85 = | knowleged 
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ledged Pontius Pilate's Power to be from Above: 
John xix. 11. He rebuked Peter for ſmiting with the 
Sword, and told him that, Thoſe that take the 
Sword, ſhall periſh by the Sword : Matt. xxvi. 52. 
He taught bil Diſciples to pray for them that ſhould 
perſecute them; and the utmoſt Permiſſion that he 
gave them was this, When ye are perſecuted in one 
City flee into another: x. 23. This was the 'Temper 
of the great Exemplar of our Religion: This was the 
Genius of his Doctrine and his Practice. And, 

Fourthly, The Apoſtles who lived amongſt his 
Enemies and theirs, and met with Severity enough 
to have ſowred their Spirits, and exaſperated their 


Pens to contrary Inſtructions, yet, as true Followers © 


of their dear Lord and Maſter; they faithfully tranſ- 
mit to us what they had learnt from him, namely, 
That we ſhould obey them that have the Rule ove 
4s : Heb. xiii. 17. To pray for Kings, and all that 
are in Authority. And St. Peter hath eſpecially told 
ns, That ſuch as deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak evil of 
Dignities are (in an Ne Manner) reſerved to 
Judgment 1 Eph. it. And St. Paul, in the 
Verſe following my Kas That they /ball recerve 
Damnation. This Doctrine they ſealed with their 
Blood; for, according to Eccleſiaſtical Tradition, 
every one of the Apoftles ſuffered Martyrdom, except 
St. John, and he was baniſhed. Now theſe Powers, 
to which they thus peaceably ſubmitted, were for 
Idolatry, Tyranny, and Perſecution, Monſters of 
Mankind. 

Fifthly, The primitive Chriſtians (thoſe noble Spi- 
rits of he firſt Ages after Chriſt) began to be Mar- 
tyrs, as ſoon as to be Chriſtians, ine in the Fire, 
and went to Heayen, wrapt in thoſe Flames, that had 
leſs Ardor than their Love. Theſe, I ſay, —_— 

—- 2_ 


#2» 
the greateſt and fierceſt Fires that Cruelty and Bar- 
bariſm had Kindled, paid the Tribute of a quiet and 
peaceable Subjection to their Murderers. 

Now if it be objected, that all theſe ſubmitted be- 
cauſe they were not able to reſiſt, I anſwer, that he 
that reſtrained the raging Flames, and ſtopt the 
Mouths of Lions, could have given his Servants 
Power to reſiſt: That Chriſt could have prayed his 
Father to have given more than twelve Legions of 
Angels for his Relief: That the Apoſtles, who 
wrought Signs and Wonders, could have reſcued them- 
ſelves, had it not rather pleaſed the Great Ordainer 
of v4 by their SubjeQtion to ratify and eſtabliſh 
the Doctrine of Obedience. But if this Anſwer, ta- 
ken from the Principles of Chriſtianity, be not fatis- 
factory, we could eaſily reply to the Objection from 
the Practice of the primitive Chriſtians, and give in- 
numerable Inſtances wherein Chriſtians, abounding in 
Number, were guarded with Arms, and ſufficiently 
qualified to make Reſiſtance: Vet we never read of 
any Attempts they made to throw off the Yoke, 
but have choſen rather, with thegExpence of their 
Lives, to yield Obedience to Idolaters, perſecuting 
them for their Religion. 

Thus Tertullian, in the 37th Section of his Apo- 

y for the Chriſtian Religion, tells the Emperor, 
that his Cities, Iſlands, Counſels, Armies, Regiments, 
and Companies, the Palace, the Senate, the Courts of 
Judicature, were all filled with Chriſtians; and yet 
they ſubmitted to Perſecution. And there is a noted 
and illuſtrious Inſtance of paſſive Obedience in the 
 Thebean Legion, which conſiſted of ſix thouſand fix 
hundred and fixty fix Perſons every Man Chriſtian, 
whoſe tenth Man being executed for refuſing to offer 
Sacrifice to Idols, they quietly ſubmitted to the 
Cruelty. 


, 
4 


with their Swords they could make their Way to 


this Precept in my Text. 


neyer be forgotten what they haye ſince done in 


('” "OF -# 

Cruelty. And the ſame Puniſhment being ordered 
by the Emperor to be repeated, one of their chief 
Commanders (an excellent Example) ſtands up, and 
makes an eloquent Oration, perſuading them to ſuf 
fer it with the ſame Patience, becauſe it was not 


the Kingdom of Heaven, but by another Kind of 


Warfare. Thus you ſee that the Doctrine of Moſes |} 


and the Prophets, of Chrift and his Apoſtles, and the 
Doctrine of the primitive Chriſtians, is agreeable to 


Having thus proved the Poſition out of the old 
and new Teſtament, we will now ſee how far the 


Sectarian and Romiſh Doctrines are agrecable with | 


this Precept of the Apoſtle, Let every Soul be ſubject 
unto the higher Powers : And in the firſt Place we 
may obſerve of the Doctrine of the Browniſts, which 
takes away the Power of the ſupreme Magiſtrate in 
Cauſes Ecclefiaftical ; and thereupon they contemn 
and reſuſe to obſerve all Canons and Conſtitutions 
concerning Order in the Worſhip of God, which are 
not, totidem verbis, expreſt and commanded in the 
Goſpel. The Doctrine of the Donatiſts goes yet far- 
ther, and wholly takes away the Power of the civil 
Magiſtrate in all Cauſes, Things, and Perſons what- 
ſoever, expounding the Words of my Text only of 
Eccleſiaſtical Governors. The Anabaptiſts and Li- 
bertines exceed theſe, wholly denying the Uſe of 
Magiſtracy (whether it be Civil or Eccleſiaſtical) to 
be lawful amongſt Chriſtians, urging a bruitiſh and 
unbounded Liberty in all Things. Upon theſe Prin- 
ciples, not long ago, they raiſed the rude Multitude 


in Germany againſt their Magiſtrates and Princes, 
cauſing much Miſchief and Blood- ned. And it w il 
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England; murdered the beſt, the moſt pious Prince 


that ever ſway d theſe Sceptres, or perhaps any others. 
It would be very tedious to enumerate all the ſe- 
veral Seas, who, every one of them, in one Point 
or other, do deny the juſt Rights ang, Power of the 
ſupreme Magiſtrate, and conſidered all together, rob 
him of all the Enſigns of his Power, and leave him 
not the leaſt Mark of a King but only the Name. 
How far the Doctrine of the Church of Rome is con- 
ſiſtent with that Loyalty and Obedience, which, by 
the Law of Nations, as well as of God, is indiſpen- 
ſably due tg. the higher Powers, ſuperſedes all En- 
deavours gf evmeing it: That it eſtabliſhes the Pope's 
Supremacy over Kings and Emperors : That 'tis in 
his Power to excommunicate and depoſe them; to 
give away their Kingdoms to others, and abſolve 
their Subjects from their Oaths of Allegiance and Fi- 
delity, together with many other damnablegDoctrines 
and Poſitions is too notorious] 2 MR 53 
Having thus ſhewn and given you a Sketch of the 
SeQarian and Romiſh Doctrine in Reference to Obe- 
dience, and how ſeditious and abominable they are, 
my Advice is, that all Chriſtians would have great Care 
un they don't ſplit upon either of theſe dangerous 
Rocks: And to that End take the Doctrine of the 
Church of England for their Pilot, and ſteer by Her 
Practice. For this is to be ſaid in her Praiſe, that ſhe is 


(for ought I know) the only Church upon the Face 


of the Earth, that makes Obedience to the King with- 
out baſe Reſtrictions or Equivocations, an Article of Her 
Religion. Into whoſe Faith, we having been baptiz'd, 
in the ſame let us live and die; and then we need not 
doubt of a bleſſed Reſurrection; from Loyal Subjects 
to riſe Triumphant Kings. 7.” 

To which State and Condition may God Almighty, by 
his Grace and Counſel, guide us, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
Sake, our Mediator and Redeemer, Amen. 


Sam. 
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